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Indian Ocean Timeline Answer Key 
1. Traders depended on monsoon winds to sail predictably between regions. 
2. Steam powered ships allowed faster travel and no longer required wind, 

expanding trade. 
3. It was a strategic area for naval operations and protecting shipping routes. 
4. Newly independent nations began building economies, ports, and regional 

trade systems. 
5. A powerful earthquake caused a tsunami and led to improved early warning 

systems. 
6. They work together to protect habitats, manage shipping routes, and prepare 

for climate challenges. 
7. The 1800s show the biggest technological change because steam ships 

replaced wind powered travel. 
8. It shows that humans rely on the ocean for trade, adapt to new technologies, 

and respond to environmental events. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Useful for teaching chronological thinking and linking historical events to 
geography. 

• Works well as a reading comprehension activity in upper elementary, 
middle school, and high school levels. 

• Encourage students to annotate the timeline as they read. 

Engagement Ideas 

• Have students create a visual timeline in their notebooks using the written 
description. 

• Lead a discussion about how technology has changed ocean travel over 
time. 

• Invite students to compare the Indian Ocean timeline with one from the 
Atlantic or Pacific. 

 

 


