
Name ________________________________ 

© GetWorksheets.com 

What Independence Means Answer Key 
Sample Response Idea: 

Independence means having the freedom to make choices that shape your own 
future while respecting the rights of others. In modern America, independence 
also means using your voice-voting, expressing opinions, and standing up for 
justice. True freedom isn't just doing whatever we want; it's about responsibility 
and equality for all. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Purpose: Encourages critical thinking, emotional expression, and civic 
awareness through reflective or argumentative writing. 

• Differentiation Tips: 

o For younger or emerging writers, provide sentence starters (e.g., "To 
me, independence means..."). 

o For advanced students, encourage use of research or references to 
historical documents like the Declaration of Independence. 

• Engagement Ideas: 

o Host a "Freedom Voices" reading where students share excerpts from 
their essays aloud. 

o Create a classroom display titled "What Independence Means to Us" 
featuring student quotes. 

• Extension Activities: 

o Have students write a short poem inspired by their essay's message. 

o Encourage civic connection: students can write a letter to a 
community leader about how freedom can be strengthened locally. 

o Combine this with art by illustrating a visual symbol that represents 
their personal meaning of independence. 

 

 


