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Champions of Change Answer Key 
Sample Responses 

• Nelson Mandela: Mandela led the movement to end apartheid in South 
Africa and became the country's first Black president. He spent 27 years in 
prison for standing against racial injustice and later worked for peace and 
unity among all South Africans. His leadership symbolizes forgiveness, 
resilience, and equality. 

• Malala Yousafzai: Malala spoke out for girls' right to education in Pakistan 
despite threats from extremists. After surviving an attack, she continued her 
advocacy globally through the Malala Fund. She became the youngest 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate and a voice for women's empowerment and 
education rights. 

• Eleanor Roosevelt: As the First Lady of the United States and later a 
diplomat, Roosevelt worked tirelessly for social justice and women's 
equality. She played a key role in drafting the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights in 1948. Her compassion and leadership helped shape the 
modern understanding of global human rights. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Differentiation Tips: 
o Offer guided notes or short biographical summaries for struggling 

readers before writing. 
o For advanced students, encourage inclusion of quotations or 

historical context to strengthen analysis. 
• Engagement Ideas: 

o Begin class with a "Who inspires you?" quick-write or short discussion 
about modern heroes. 

o Play brief video clips or read short passages about each leader to 
build background knowledge. 

• Extension Activities: 
o Have students create a "Human Rights Hall of Fame" with posters or 

digital slides celebrating global leaders. 
o Invite students to write a reflective paragraph titled "How I Can Be a 

Champion of Change." 


