Name

Meaning in Motion

Directions: Read each paragraph carefully. Each contains a
homograph used in two different ways. Use context clues to
explain how the meaning of the homograph changes each
time it appears. Write your explanations below each paragraph.

1. When the actor finished his final line, he took a deep bow as the audience
cheered. Later, backstage, he untfied the siky bow that held his costume
together.

2. The wind howled so fiercely that the windows rattled. But inside, Emma began
to wind the music box her grandmother had given her, letting its soft melody
drown out the storm.

3. Jason caught a bass while fishing at the lake that morning. Later, he played his
bass guitar at band practice, amazed that one word could describe both his
hobbies.

4. The teacher asked the class to present their projects by Friday. When it was Lily's
turn, she nervously handed her carefully wrapped present to her science partner.

5. After the desert hike, the travelers were exhausted. To celebrate surviving the
heat, they stopped at a café for chocolate dessert—and everyone laughed
when they nearly mixed up the words.
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