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Shared Struggles Answer Key 
Reflection Sample Responses 

1. Difference: The soldier describes the battlefield and the hardship of 

marching, while the civilian focuses on fear and survival within her 

community. 

2. Shared experiences: Both feel fear, loss, and uncertainty about the future. 

3. Importance: Studying both gives balance: soldiers show the military 

struggle, civilians reveal the social and human cost at home. 

4. Fuller picture: Together, they help us understand war as both a military and 

civilian experience, deepening empathy and context. 

 

Teacher Note: 

Encourage students to see how multiple perspectives prevent history from 

becoming one-sided. Soldiers and civilians lived the same event, but their priorities 

and voices reveal different truths. Comparing perspectives builds critical thinking 

and empathy. 

 

 

 

 


