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People’s Promise Answer Key 
1. Meaning in own words: It means that democracy is created by ordinary 

people, serves them, and must endure. 

2. Reason for ending: Lincoln wanted to inspire hope and remind listeners that 

the soldiers’ sacrifices were for a greater purpose—the survival of 

democracy. 

3. Connection to Civil War goals: It reflects the Union’s fight to preserve the 

nation and ensure freedom and equality, rather than letting it collapse 

under division. 

4. Modern significance: The quote continues to symbolize democratic values, 

reminding citizens that government should remain accountable to the 

people, not controlled by a few. 

 

Teacher Note: 

Encourage students to see quotations not as isolated sentences but as windows 

into historical context. This line, in particular, helps students link the Civil War to 

enduring themes of democracy and civic responsibility. 

 

 

 

 


