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Light Within Tradition Answer Key 
Sample Responses: 

1. People celebrate old traditions to feel connected to their ancestors and to 
keep their heritage alive. 

2. The theme of perseverance matters most today because it reminds people 
to stay strong during challenges. 

3. Technology allows families to share Hanukkah celebrations through video 
calls and social media. 

4. Traditions build identity by giving people a sense of belonging and pride in 
their culture. 

5. A new tradition could involve writing gratitude notes each night to 
remember the value of kindness and reflection. 

 

Teacher's Guide: 

• Differentiation: 
o Provide sentence starters for students who need writing support (e.g., 

"One reason I think traditions matter is..."). 
o Challenge advanced learners to compare Hanukkah traditions to 

those of another cultural or religious festival. 
• Engagement Tip: 

o Begin with a class discussion about what "tradition" means and have 
students share examples from their own lives. 

o Play gentle background music or show an image of a menorah to 
create a reflective atmosphere. 

• Extension Ideas: 
o Students can turn their journal entries into a short essay titled "Why We 

Keep the Light Alive." 
o Invite students to create digital or illustrated journal covers 

representing their personal connection to tradition. 
o For cross-curricular integration, link the theme of cultural preservation 

to social studies lessons on heritage and history. 

 


