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Greece Island Origins

Directions: Read the passage and answer the analysis
questions that follow.

Why Greece Has So Many Islands

Greece is known for having thousands of islands scattered across the
Aegean and lonian Seas. These islands exist because the region sits on several
tectonic plates that slowly move and shift over time. When these plates push, pull,
or slide past one another, they can lift sections of land upward or allow parts of
the coastline to break into smaller pieces. Long ago, rising mountains, sinking
valleys, and changesin sealevel helped shape the coastline into the many islands
we see today. Waves, wind, and weather continued to erode shorelines, carving
out bays and separating land even further. As a result, Greece developed one of

the most complex and island filled coastlines in the world.

1. What natural forces cause Greece's land to rise, sink, or shift?

2. Why do tectonic plates play an important role in the formation of Greek
islands?

3. How did erosion help create more islands over time?

4. In your own words, explain why Greece has such a complex coastline.

5. Which evidence from the passage best shows how long-term processes
shaped the islands?
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