Name

The Great Gatsby’s Lines Answer Key

1. “So we beaton...”

o Meaning: Life is a constant
struggle against forces that
pull us backward.

o Context: Nick’s narration at
the end of the novel.

4.

o Insight: Reveals the theme
of nostalgia and the futility
of chasing the past, central
to Gatsby’s dream.

2. “l hope she’ll be a fool...”

o Meaning: Daisy believes
ignorance is the safest way
for a woman to live in a
shallow, unfair world.

o Context: Daisy speaking
about her daughter during
a conversation with Nick
and Jordan.

5.

o Insight: Highlights gender
roles of the 1920s and
Daisy’s own cynicism about
her life.

3. “Can’t repeat the past? ... Why of
course you can!”

o Meaning: Gatsby believes
he can recreate his perfect
love with Daisy as if time
hasn’t passed.
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o Context: Gatsby speaking
to Nick when Nick warns him
about Daisy’s changed life.

o Insight: Shows Gatsby’s
obsession with idealism and
his refusal to accept reality.

“They’re a rotten crowd...”

o Meaning: Nick criticizes the
wealthy elite, saying Gatsby
is better than all of them
despite his flaws.

o Context: Nick says this to
Gatsby near the end of the
book, before Gatsby’s
death.

o Insight: Demonstrates Nick’s
final loyalty to Gatsby and
condemnation of moral
decay among the rich.

“Gatsby believed in the green
light...”

o Meaning: Gatsby clung to a
dream of a better future,
symbolized by Daisy’s green
light.

o Context: Nick’s reflection
after Gatsby’s death.

o Insight: Captures Gatsby’s
hope, ambition, and the
broader theme of the
elusive American Dream.
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