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Analysis Answer Lab Answer Key 
Responses will vary. Strong answers should include accurate academic 
vocabulary, clear explanations, and text based evidence. 

Sample responses: 

1. Mara's motivation appears conflicted because she hesitates before sending 
the message. This behavior suggests uncertainty and emotional tension. The 
repeated rewriting of the reply provides evidence that she is unsure about the 
consequences of responding. 

2. The streetlight may symbolize decision making or control. Its flickering reflects 
Mara's uncertainty, while the changing light represents the pressure to act. This 
symbol contributes to the scene's significance by reinforcing her internal 
struggle. 

3. The tone of the passage is tense and reflective. Words such as paused, erased, 
and quickly create a sense of hesitation and urgency. These choices help 
develop an anxious mood. 

4. The final sentence emphasizes the theme of uncertainty. By describing the 
decision as something that might change its mind, the author highlights how 
fragile and temporary choices can feel. This contributes to the overall 
significance of hesitation in the passage. 

5. Mara's internal conflict contrasts with her decisive outward movement across 
the street. While she appears active, her thoughts reveal hesitation. This 
contrast helps develop the reader's perspective by showing that action does 
not always mean certainty. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Skill focus: This worksheet builds precision in literary analysis writing by 
requiring students to apply academic vocabulary in short responses. 

• Engagement: 

o Have students exchange answers and highlight where academic 
vocabulary strengthens analysis. 

o Discuss one question as a class and model how to revise a vague 
response into a precise one. 

 


