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Voices Of Proof 
Directions: Read the persuasive speech below about banning 
plastic bags.  

Ban the Bag, Save the Future 

“Every year, over 500 billion plastic bags are used worldwide, 
and most end up in landfills or polluting our oceans. These bags take hundreds of 
years to break down, releasing harmful chemicals into soil and water. If we 
continue at this rate, by 2050 there could be more plastic in the ocean than fish. 

As a marine biologist who has spent two decades studying coastal ecosystems, I 
have seen firsthand the devastating effects. I have pulled plastic bags from the 
stomachs of sea turtles and untangled them from coral reefs that once thrived 
with life. 

We must ask ourselves: what kind of planet do we want to leave to our children? 
Imagine explaining to the next generation that we had the chance to act but 
chose convenience over responsibility. By banning single-use plastic bags, we 
take a simple, powerful step toward a cleaner, healthier world.” 

Rhetorical Appeals Sort: For each excerpt below, decide whether it is logos, ethos, 
or pathos. Write your answer and explain why. 

1. “Over 500 billion plastic bags are used worldwide, and most end up in 
landfills or polluting our oceans.” 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. “As a marine biologist who has spent two decades studying coastal 
ecosystems, I have seen firsthand the devastating effects.” 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. “Imagine explaining to the next generation that we had the chance to act 
but chose convenience over responsibility.” 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 


