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Anatomy Of A Word 
Directions: Examine each bold word. Identify the prefix, root, 
and suffix when present. Then explain how the word parts help 
reveal the meaning of the word.  

1. misinterpretation 

Prefix Root Suffix 
   

How the parts help explain the meaning: ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. transcontinental 

Prefix Root Suffix 
   

How the parts help explain the meaning: ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. irreversible 

Prefix Root Suffix 
   

How the parts help explain the meaning: ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. autobiography 

Prefix Root Suffix 
   

How the parts help explain the meaning: ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. decentralization 

Prefix Root Suffix 
   

How the parts help explain the meaning: ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 


