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Tone Intensity Map 
Directions: For each word set, rank the words from least 
emotionally intense to most emotionally intense based 
on connotation in academic or professional writing. 
Write the numbers 1 through 5 next to each word. 

 

Set 1: Criticism 

___ remark 

___ critique 

___ objection 

___ condemnation 

___ complaint 

Set 2: Confidence 

___ belief 

___ assumption 

___ conviction 

___ certainty 

___ presumption 

 

Set 3: Disagreement 

___ difference 

___ dispute 

___ contention 

___ conflict 

___ clash 

 

Set 4: Approval 

___ acceptance 

___ endorsement 

___ validation 

___ praise 

___ acclaim 

Set 5: Negative Impact 

___ effect 

___ drawback 

___ harm 

___ damage 

___ devastation 

 

Set 6: Control 

___ influence 

___ guidance 

___ regulation 

___ enforcement 

___ domination 

 

 

 

 


