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Lexical Inference Lab 
Directions: Read each sentence carefully. Infer the 
meaning of the bolded word using context. Write the 
best definition in your own words. 

 

1. The committee’s endorsement was provisional, contingent upon 
independent verification of the data. 

Inferred meaning: _______________________________________________ 

2. The analyst noted that the correlation was attenuated once 
socioeconomic variables were introduced into the model. 

Inferred meaning: _______________________________________________ 

3. The proposal was criticized for its myopic focus on short-term gains at the 
expense of systemic stability. 

Inferred meaning: _______________________________________________ 

4. Despite its ambitious scope, the framework remains tenuous, relying on 
assumptions that lack longitudinal support. 

Inferred meaning: _______________________________________________ 

5. The author’s argument proceeds through a series of incremental claims 
rather than a single sweeping assertion. 

Inferred meaning: _______________________________________________ 

6. The court rejected the appeal, citing procedural deficiencies rather than 
addressing the substance of the claim. 

Inferred meaning: _______________________________________________ 

7. The report adopts a conservative estimate to avoid overstating the policy’s 
projected impact. 

Inferred meaning: _______________________________________________ 

8. The findings were deemed salient because they directly informed revisions 
to national guidelines. 

Inferred meaning: _______________________________________________ 


