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Threads Of Choice Answer Key 

1. Allegorical Elements 

The strings represent forces of control; determinism, fate, or external structures 
shaping human action. The knife represents resistance, the possibility of choice. 

2. Ethical Dilemma 

Elias must decide whether to accept control for stability or risk breaking free for 
uncertain freedom. This reflects the classic conflict of free will vs. determinism. 

3. Villagers’ Warnings 

The villagers argue that strings provide “safety” and “order.” This echoes 
deterministic philosophy, which suggests that structured forces (laws of nature, 
social order) govern behavior and protect society. 

4. Final Question’s Significance 

Elias’s question:“Am I free if I cannot choose otherwise?” directly raises the 
philosophical principle of alternate possibilities: freedom requires the ability to act 
differently. Without that, choice may be an illusion. 

5. Model Response 

The story mirrors real-world philosophical debates. For example, Jean-Paul Sartre 
argued that humans are condemned to freedom, always responsible for choices, 
while determinists like B.F. Skinner claimed that environment and conditioning 
shape behavior. Elias’s dilemma reflects these tensions, showing the fear and 
responsibility tied to breaking from determinism. 

 

Teacher Notes 

• Grade 12 Rigor: This exercise connects literature with philosophy, asking 
students to interpret allegory at a conceptual level. 

• Encourage students to reference specific philosophers in their responses, 
reinforcing interdisciplinary connections. 

• Extension: Ask students to rewrite the ending: one version where Elias cuts 
the strings, one where he does not; and explain how each version changes 
the philosophical meaning of the story. 


