Name

Implication In Headlines Answer Key

Key ideas and sample rewrites:

1. stonewalls suggests intentional refusal to share information or delay. Neutral
rewrite: "City Hall declines to release safety data requested by residents."

2. flood suggests overwhelming numbers and chaos. Neutral rewrite: "Students
visit the counseling office after schedule change." (acceptable: "Students
seek appointments..." for precision)

3. hijacks implies forceful takeover and blame. Balanced rewrite: "Teachers say
new app distracts students during class."

Short Analysis Response (sample answers)

Answers will vary. Strong responses name the connotation, identify tone and bias,
and compare reader impact before and after a neutral rewrite.

Teacher's Guide

 Objective: Help Grade 10 students analyze how connotation shapes tone,
bias, and reader perception in academic and media language.

e Launch idea: Put one headline on the board and ask students to predict
the article's stance before reading any details, then discuss which word
caused that prediction.

« Differentiation:

o On-level: Require students to justify choices with a direct reference to
a specific word or phrase.

o Challenge: Ask students to write two rewrites of the same headline,
one neutral and one intentionally biased, then explain the
difference.

e Extension ideas:

o Have students collect three real headlines from different outlets on
the same topic and compare loaded language choices.

o Connect to writing: students revise a paragraph from a current
assignment by replacing vague or loaded words with neutral
academic terms.
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