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Motives and Moments 
Directions: Douglass’s story is not only about slavery; it’s about 
his transformation as a person. Complete the Character 
Journey Map below. For each stage of his life, record: 

• Traits - qualities Douglass shows at that stage. 
• Motivations - what drives him forward. 
• Evidence - one detail, quote, or event from the text that supports your choice. 

Stage 1 - Early Life in Slavery 

• Traits: __________________________________________________________________ 

• Motivations: ___________________________________________________________ 

• Evidence: _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Stage 2 - Turning Points in Growth 

• Traits: __________________________________________________________________ 

• Motivations: ___________________________________________________________ 

• Evidence: _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Stage 3 - Path to Freedom & Beyond 

• Traits: __________________________________________________________________ 

• Motivations: ___________________________________________________________ 

• Evidence: _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reflection: Which stage of Douglass’s journey do you find most inspiring, and why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 


