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Summing the Struggle Answer Key 
(Sample Summaries & Words) 

These are sample responses to guide teachers. Students’ answers will vary but 
should remain concise and accurate. 

Chapter 1 

• Summary: Douglass describes his birthplace, his uncertain age, and the 
painful separation from his mother. He introduces the cruel reality of slavery 
by explaining how family ties were deliberately broken. 

• One Word: Separation 

• Why this word? The chapter highlights forced separation from family as one 
of slavery’s cruelties. 

Chapter 2 

• Summary: Douglass explains the harsh conditions on Colonel Lloyd’s 
plantation. Slaves endured long work hours, severe punishment, and little 
food. 

• One Word: Oppression 

• Why this word? The description focuses on how slavery crushed both body 
and spirit. 

Chapter 3 

• Summary: Douglass details the strict surveillance and brutal punishments 
under Colonel Lloyd, including the dangers of speaking honestly. Slaves 
were forced to praise their masters to avoid punishment. 

• One Word: Fear 

• Why this word? The chapter emphasizes the climate of fear created to 
control enslaved people. 

 

 

 

 


