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Summing the Struggle 
Directions: Douglass’s autobiography is powerful 
because each chapter builds his story of 
struggle, growth, and liberation. Your task is to 
distill the main idea of the first three chapters into 

exactly 2-3 sentences. Focus on the key events, conflicts, or insights rather than 
details. Choose one word that captures the tone of the chapter (e.g., “resilience,” 
“suffering,” “hope”). Then, explain briefly (1 sentence) why you chose that word. 

Chapter 1 

• Summary: ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• One Word: _________________________ 

• Why this word? ___________________________________________________________ 

Chapter 2 

• Summary: _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• One Word: _________________________ 

• Why this word? ________________________________________________________ 

Chapter 3 

• Summary: _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• One Word: _________________________ 

• Why this word? ________________________________________________________ 

 


