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Exponent Mistakes 
Directions: Each solution has one exponent 
mistake. Circle the mistake, write why it is 
incorrect, and write the correct answer. 

1. Problem: 𝑥ସ ⋅ 𝑥ଷ 
Student's work: 𝑥ସ ⋅ 𝑥ଷ ൌ 𝑥ଵଶ 

 

2. Problem: ௠ఴ௠మ 

Student's work: ௠ఴ௠మ ൌ 𝑚ଵ଴ 
 

3. Problem: ሺ𝑎ଷሻଶ 
Student's work: ሺ 𝑎ଷሻଶ ൌ 𝑎ହ  
 

4. Problem: ሺ2𝑏ሻଶ 
Student's work: ሺ 2𝑏ሻଶ ൌ 2𝑏ଶ  
 

5. Problem: ቀ௬௭ቁଶ
 

Student's work: ቀ௬௭ቁଶ ൌ ௬మ௭  
 

6. Problem: 𝑐ହ ⋅ 𝑐ଶ 
Student's work: 𝑐ହ ⋅ 𝑐ଶ ൌ 𝑐ଷ 
 

7. Problem: ሺ𝑛ସሻଷ 
Student's work: ሺ 𝑛ସሻଷ ൌ 𝑛଻  
 

8. Problem: ௣వ௣ర 

Student's work: ௣వ௣ర ൌ 𝑝ଷ଺ 

 


