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Language Under the Lens 
Directions: Read the excerpt of political statements 
below. Each includes one or more euphemisms—words 
or phrases used to soften or disguise harsh realities. 
Identify the euphemisms, explain what they really mean, 
and discuss why the speaker might have chosen them. 

 
1. “Our nation is currently engaged in a peacekeeping mission to bring stability to 
a troubled region.” 

 
2. “The administration is implementing a targeted tax adjustment to ensure 
fairness in our economic system.” 

 
3. “In response to recent job market shifts, several agencies will undergo staff 
realignment in the coming months.” 

 
4. “Some individuals have been temporarily relocated as part of our national 
security efforts.” 

 
5. “The government is working on an initiative to address collateral damage that 
occurred during operations abroad.” 

 

Questions for Analysis: 

1. Identify the euphemism in each excerpt. 

2. Rewrite each statement using more direct language. 

3. What persuasive purpose might each euphemism serve (e.g., to gain 
support, reduce fear, sound diplomatic)? 

4. Which statement do you think uses euphemisms most effectively—and 
why? 

5. In your opinion, when does political language cross the line from tactful to 
misleading? 


