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Gentle Word Swap Answer Key 
Sample Responses 

1. The elderly woman moves at her own pace. 

2. The child is a little bigger and couldn’t fit on the swing. 

3. The custodian helps keep the school clean and safe. 

4. The family is going through a tough time right now. 

5. The student sometimes struggles to stay motivated. 

6. The visually impaired man couldn’t see the sign. 

7. The student who wasn’t feeling well missed a week of school. 

8. The sanitation worker arrived later than usual. 

9. The hearing-impaired girl couldn’t hear the movie. 

10. The question was misunderstood by some students. 

 

• Teaching Tips: 

o Start by explaining that words have power—the way we describe 
people can make them feel respected or hurt. 

o Discuss how euphemisms help us show kindness and sensitivity in 
communication. 

o Model rewriting one sentence together to demonstrate how tone 
can change meaning. 

• Differentiation Strategies: 

o For younger learners (Grades 3-4): discuss the difference between 
being “honest” and being “kind.” Provide a few sample 
replacements as a guide. 

o For older learners (Grades 5-6): encourage students to justify their 
word choices or brainstorm multiple polite alternatives. 

o For advanced students: challenge them to identify euphemisms used 
in news stories or public announcements. 


