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Celebrating The Glow 
Directions: Read how two different families celebrate 
Diwali. Then list three similarities and three differences 
between their celebrations. 

 

Family 1 - The Patels 

The Patel family begins Diwali by cleaning their house from top to bottom and 
decorating the doorways with colorful rangoli patterns. They visit their local 
temple to offer prayers to Goddess Lakshmi, asking for peace and prosperity in 
the new year. In the evening, they light dozens of diyas on their balcony and 
share homemade sweets like barfi and ladoo with their neighbors. 

Family 2 - The Kumars 

The Kumar family celebrates Diwali by hanging string lights around their garden 
and cooking a large family dinner filled with spicy curries and sweet desserts. They 
gather in the backyard to watch fireworks together and share stories about the 
return of Rama and Sita. The Kumars also exchange gifts and send messages to 
relatives who live far away. 
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