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Mood Lines Answer Key 
Answers will vary. Below are sample responses that demonstrate how dialogue 
can show mood without naming feelings. 

Tense Sample: 
"Are you sure it fell near this tree?" 
Maren asked, her voice thin. 
"Just keep looking," Theo replied, 
glancing at the shadows. 
"If we don't find it soon, we're in 
trouble." 
"Then move faster." 

Joyful Sample: 
"It actually lit up!" Brianna shouted. 
"I told you it would work," Mateo 
said, nearly bouncing. 
"Look at it go. This is amazing." 
"We have to show everyone." 

Mysterious Sample: 
"Did you hear that?" Jalen whispered. 
"It sounded like a door closing," Mira said, stepping back. 
"I thought no one used this hallway anymore." 
"Then who just walked in?" 

 

Teacher's Guide 

Focus Skill: Using dialogue to show mood through tone, pacing, and word choice 
without directly stating emotions. 

Teaching Tips 

• Encourage students to use short or clipped lines for a tense mood, 
energetic language for joy, and quiet or cautious speech for mystery. 

• Remind them that dialogue can work with small actions or sounds to build 
atmosphere. 

• Highlight the importance of implied emotion instead of naming feelings. 

Engagement Ideas 

• Let students read each other's dialogues and guess the intended mood. 

• Have groups perform short scenes based on their written dialogue. 

• Create a "Mood Mixer" activity where students combine different moods 
with unexpected settings. 


