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Narrative Start Answer Key 
Answers will vary. Look for: 

• A setting described with vivid detail. 

• Clear evidence that the setting shapes mood, theme, or character 
emotion. 

• Subtle hints about the story direction. 

• Strong, age-appropriate descriptive language for Grades 8 to 12. 

Examples of acceptable details: 

• A foggy cliffside might create tension or uncertainty. 

• A festival street could bring excitement or nostalgia. 

• An abandoned greenhouse may support themes of decay, renewal, or 
curiosity. 

Any scene where the setting meaningfully influences the tone or character 
feeling is acceptable. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Review how setting can act as a catalyst for theme, emotion, or conflict. 
Show a plain description and then a stronger one where the setting clearly 
shapes mood. 

• Encourage students to brainstorm sensory details before writing to 
strengthen atmosphere. 

• For differentiation, provide mood or theme prompts such as hopeful, tense, 
reflective, or mysterious to guide student choices. 

• Increase engagement by allowing students to share their openings and 
invite peers to predict the story's direction based on the setting. 

• Support writers who need structure by giving them a simple formula: setting 
description plus emotional effect plus hint of theme. 

 


