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From Function to Form 

Function First 

Below are five mystery items with only their function known. For 
each, follow the steps: 

1. Read the object’s function. 

2. Infer the object’s physical form: Size, Shape, Material, Texture, Color, Parts/Mechanics 

3. Write a short paragraph (3–5 sentences) describing the object as if someone were seeing it for the first time. 

 

Artifact 1: Function: This object is used to catch falling rain and keep a person dry. 

Your Description: 

 

Artifact 2: Function: This tool helps people see in complete darkness by emitting a focused 
beam of light. 

Your Description: 

 

Artifact 3: Function: This device helps people find which direction is north when they are 
lost. 

Your Description: 

 

Artifact 4: Function: This container is used to hold hot liquids without burning the hands of 
the user. 

Your Description: 

 

Artifact 5: Function: This ancient instrument produces sound by blowing air through it and 
was once used to signal during battles. 

Your Description: 

 


