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Comparing Willy and Ben 
Directions: Arthur Miller uses supporting characters to highlight Willy 
Loman’s struggles. By comparing Willy with Ben (his brother), we can 
see how different values lead to different outcomes. Complete the 
chart below, then answer the reflection prompts. 

Character Trait / 
Value Willy Loman Ben Outcome 

View of the 
American Dream    

Relationship with 
Family    

Attitude Toward 
Work    

Relationship with 
Willy    

Outcome in Life    

 

Reflection Question: How  do the differences between Willy and Ben highlight 
Miller’s critique of the American Dream? 
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