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Lessons from Ilyich 
Directions: Read the excerpt below and write 3-4 
sentences explaining what Ivan realizes in this moment. 
How does it reflect his struggle with meaning and purpose? 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Modern Connections: Answer the following in complete sentences. 

1. What are some modern struggles people face when searching for meaning 
(e.g., career success, social media approval, financial pressure)? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How are these struggles similar to Ivan’s reliance on social approval and 
status? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Do you think Ivan’s regrets could happen to people today? Why or why not? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

“What if my whole life has 
been wrong?” thought Ivan. 


