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Blended Beliefs Essay 
Directions: Write a short analytical essay (one page) 
explaining how Indigenous and Catholic traditions have 
blended to form the modern Day of the Dead 
celebration. Use at least two examples of customs or 
symbols that show this cultural fusion, and explain what 
they reveal about Mexico's history and identity. 

 

Writing Prompts to Guide You: 

• What beliefs or customs from Indigenous cultures can still be seen in Day of 
the Dead today? 

• How did Spanish Catholic influence change or reshape these ancient 
traditions? 

• Which modern practices (such as altars, marigolds, or prayers) show the 
combination of both worlds? 

• What does this blending of traditions tell us about how culture can evolve 
without losing its roots? 
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