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Bonds Of Remembrance Answer Key 
Sample Response 

Communal rituals help people process loss by reminding them that they are not 
alone in their grief. During Día de los Muertos, families and friends gather to build 
altars (ofrendas) filled with candles, photos, and favorite foods of loved ones who 
have passed away. This shared act of remembrance allows people to celebrate 
life together rather than mourn in silence. The community's participation 
transforms sadness into connection, showing that love continues even after 
death. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Skill Focus: Reflective writing, text-to-culture connection, and evidence-
based reasoning. 

• Differentiation Tips: 

o For younger or struggling writers, provide guiding questions: "What do 
people do together? How does that make them feel better?" 

o For advanced students, challenge them to include a quotation or 
reference from a historical or literary source about ritual or 
remembrance. 

• Engagement Ideas: 

o Use this as a bell-ringer by projecting photos of altars, processions, or 
marigold displays to spark ideas. 

o For an exit ticket, ask students to write one sentence summarizing 
how traditions keep memories alive. 

• Extension Activities: 

o Pair this with a brief reading about global remembrance practices 
(e.g., Japanese Obon, U.S. Memorial Day). 

o Invite students to write a short reflection comparing how their own 
family or culture expresses remembrance. 

 


