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Words that Weigh 
Directions: Below are five famous quotes from Dostoevsky’s 
Crime and Punishment. For each one: 

• Interpret the meaning of the line in your own words. 
• Explain its significance to the novel’s themes, characters, or moral questions. 
• Connect the quote to either Raskolnikov’s development or Dostoevsky’s larger 

view of guilt, suffering, and redemption. 

Write your answers in complete sentences. 

Quote 1: “Pain and suffering are always inevitable for a large intelligence and a 
deep heart.” 

Meaning: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Significance: _________________________________________________________________ 

Connection: _________________________________________________________________ 

Quote 2: “To go wrong in one’s own way is better than to go right in someone 
else’s.” 

Meaning: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Significance: _________________________________________________________________ 

Connection: _________________________________________________________________ 

Quote 3: “The darker the night, the brighter the stars, the deeper the grief, the 
closer is God!” 

Meaning: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Significance: _________________________________________________________________ 

Connection: _________________________________________________________________ 

Quote 4: “The man who has a conscience suffers whilst acknowledging his sin. 
That is his punishment.” 

Meaning: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Significance: _________________________________________________________________ 

Connection: _________________________________________________________________ 


