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Proven Vs. Believed 
Directions: Read the passage below carefully. After the passage, 

you will find six statements related to what you just read. Decide 

whether each statement is a Fact (can be proven true or false 

with evidence) or an Opinion (a belief, judgment, or feeling). 

Write F for Fact and O for Opinion next to each statement. 

 

In 2020, scientists discovered a new species of orchid in the rainforests of 

Madagascar. The flower, which has bright purple petals and a long green stem, 

grows only in shaded areas near streams. Researchers reported that fewer than 

200 of these orchids have been found so far, making them a rare species. Local 

communities believe the orchid brings good luck when placed in homes, and 

some families have begun to grow them in small gardens. Scientists warn that 

deforestation may threaten the orchid’s survival, since its habitat is shrinking 

quickly. Many conservationists argue that protecting the orchid is essential 

because it represents the beauty and biodiversity of Madagascar. Visitors who 

have seen the orchid in bloom say it is the most breathtaking flower they have 

ever encountered. 

 

1. The orchid was discovered in 2020 in Madagascar. 

2. The orchid has bright purple petals and a long green stem. 

3. Fewer than 200 orchids of this species have been found. 

4. The orchid is the most breathtaking flower in the world. 

5. Local communities believe the orchid brings good luck. 

6. Protecting the orchid is essential because it represents Madagascar’s 
beauty. 

 


