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Wings Of Literacy Answer Key

1. Connection to Background: Douglass’'s personal experience of being
denied education as an enslaved person directly connects to the

passage’s theme that learning is a form of liberation.

Teacher Note: Students should link the biography to the central metaphor

of education as freedom.

2. Wings Beyond Chains: The metaphor means that knowledge allows a
person to mentally and spiritually escape oppression, even if physically

restrained.

Teacher Note: Encourage students to unpack figurative language and

connect it to the reality of slavery.

3. Master’s Warning: It shows that slaveholders understood education would
empower enslaved people, making them question and resist their

condition.

Teacher Note: Push students to see how power dynamics are revealed

through this quote.

4. Impact of Life Experience: Because Douglass lived through the denial of
education and later achieved freedom, his words carried authenticity and

inspiration for audiences in his time and still resonate today.

Teacher Note: Highlight how author credibility is strengthened through lived

experience.
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