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From Plan To Paragraphs 
Directions: Use the detailed outline below to write a full 
multi-paragraph compare and contrast essay. Follow the 
outline closely, turning each section into clear, well-
developed paragraphs. Use at least five paragraphs and 
follow the structure of the outline.  

 
Topic: Online Classes vs. In Person Classes 

I. Introduction 
• Hook: Many students today experience both online and in person learning. 
• Background: Schools often offer a mix of digital and classroom based 

instruction. 
• Thesis: Although both types of classes aim to teach students effectively, they 

differ in interaction, structure, and learning environment. 
II. Body Paragraph 1: Interaction 
• Similarity: Both allow students to communicate with teachers. 
• Difference 1: Online classes use messages, video calls, and chat features. 
• Difference 2: In person classes allow real time discussions and face to face 

questions. 
• Why it matters: Communication can affect participation and understanding. 
III. Body Paragraph 2: Structure 
• Similarity: Both require assignments, deadlines, and instructions. 
• Difference 1: Online classes often allow flexible work time. 
• Difference 2: In person classes follow a set daily schedule. 
• Why it matters: Structure affects time management and student habits. 
IV. Body Paragraph 3: Learning Environment 
• Similarity: Both expect students to focus and complete work. 
• Difference 1: Online learning usually happens at home or another personal 

space. 
• Difference 2: In person learning happens in a classroom with peers. 
• Why it matters: Environment can influence motivation and distractions. 
V. Conclusion 
• Restate thesis in a fresh way. 
• Summarize the main similarities and differences. 
• End with a final thought on how both settings can support learning when used 

well. 


