Name

Sort and Explain - Common vs. Proper Nouns Answer Key

1. jennifer — Proper Noun
» It is the name of a specific person, which makes it a proper noun and requires
capitalization.

2. pencil-Common Noun
» This is a general item, not the name of a specific brand or model of pencil.
3. mount everest - Proper Noun

» This is the specific name of a mountain, so it's a proper noun and should be
capitalized as Mount Everest.

4. restaurant- Common Noun
» This is a general place and does not refer to any particular restaurant by name.
5. taco bell-Proper Noun

» This is the name of a specific restaurant chain, so itis a proper noun and should
be capitalized as Taco Bell.

6. presidentlincoln - Proper Noun

» This refers to a specific historical person, President Lincoln, soitis a proper
noun.

7. river—Common Noun
» It’s a general term for a type of natural feature, not the name of a particular river.
8. amazon - Proper Noun

» This is the name of a specific place (Amazon River or Rainforest) or company,
both of which are proper nouns.

9. holiday- Common Noun
» This word describes a general type of day; it doesn’t name a specific holiday.
10. thanksgiving — Proper Noun
» This is the name of a specific holiday and should be capitalized as Thanksgiving.
11.book — Common Noun
» This is a general item; it doesn’t name any specific book.
12. charlotte's web — Proper Noun

» This is the title of a specific book, so itis a proper noun and should be capitalized
as Charlotte's Web.

13. city— Common Noun
» This refers to a general place category, not the name of a specific city.

14.boston - Proper Noun
» This is the name of a specific city, so it is a proper noun and should be capitalized
as Boston.

15. mr. thomas - Proper Noun

» This is a specific person’s title and name, so it's a proper noun and should be
written as Mr. Thomas.
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