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Hamlet: Quote Analysis 
Directions: Read the excerpt below carefully. Break down the meaning of the 
quote by analyzing its language, imagery, and context within the play. Answer 
the analysis questions, supporting your ideas with evidence and explanation. 
Think critically about how this moment reveals Hamlet’s state of mind and broader 
themes of the play. 

Excerpt (Act III, Scene 1) 

“To be, or not to be, that is the question: 
Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, 
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 
And by opposing end them?” 

 

1. What is Hamlet debating in this soliloquy, and why is it significant? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does Shakespeare’s imagery of “slings,” “arrows,” and “sea” shape 
the meaning of Hamlet’s thoughts? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. In what way does this soliloquy connect to Hamlet’s indecision throughout 
the play? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Do you think Hamlet’s words are more about personal despair or 
philosophical reflection on human existence? Defend your answer. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


