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Noodle of Fortune Answer Key
Sample Responses:
1. They symbolize long life and good health.

2. Cutting or breaking the noodles is believed to bring bad luck or shorten
one's lifespan.

3. In the north, noodles are stir-fried with soy sauce; in the south, they are
served in broth.

4. Sharing represents unity, family connection, and happiness.
5. Life is best enjoyed with patience, care, and togetherness.

6. Breaking a noodle symbolizes interrupting good fortune or shortening life.

Teacher's Guide:

e Skill Focus: Reading comprehension, cultural literacy, symbolism in
traditions, and inferential reasoning.
¢ Differentiation Tips:
o Provide vocabulary support for words like symbolize, lifespan, and
region.
o Allow visual learners to draw a picture of the dish before answering
the questions.
e Engagement ldea:
o0 Have a class discussion on how food can carry meaning in different
cultures (e.g., turkey on Thanksgiving, cake on birthdays).
o Invite students to share a family dish that represents celebration or
good luck.
e Extension Activity:
o Assign a short cultural writing prompt: "If your favorite meal
represented a life value, what would it be?"
o0 Incorporate art by letting students illustrate their "Good Fortune Dish"
and label its symbolic parts.
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