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Words Of Fortune Answer Key 
Sample Interpretations: 

1. Meaning: Every great accomplishment starts with a small action. 
Modern: Change or success begins with one decision or effort. 

2. Meaning: Patience can be difficult, but it leads to good results. 
Modern: Working hard over time pays off even if it's frustrating. 

3. Meaning: People respond differently to change-some resist, others adapt. 
Modern: Success comes from adapting to challenges rather than 
avoiding them. 

4. Meaning: Children are shaped by everyone they meet. 
Modern: Our environment and relationships influence who we become. 

5. Meaning: Asking questions leads to learning. 
Modern: It's better to risk embarrassment than stay ignorant forever. 

 

Teacher's Guide: 

• Skill Focus: Interpreting figurative language, cross-cultural understanding, 
and reflective writing. 

• Differentiation Tips: 
o Provide vocabulary support for challenging words like proverb, 

interpretation, patience, accomplishment. 
o For advanced learners, have them research the historical or 

philosophical roots of each proverb. 
• Engagement Idea: 

o Pair students to discuss how each proverb could apply to real-life 
situations (e.g., school, friendship, or career goals). 

o Create a "Wall of Wisdom" where students post their modern proverbs 
on red paper slips for a festive display. 

• Extension Activity: 
o Have students write a short essay comparing Chinese proverbs to 

similar sayings from their own cultures. 
o Connect to social studies by discussing how cultural values like 

patience, humility, and perseverance are reflected in traditional 
wisdom. 


