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New Year Reflections Answer Key
Sample Responses:

1. Answers will vary - may include fireworks, countdowns, parties, or family
dinners.

2. Both holidays focus on gathering, new beginnings, and festive decorations.
3. Differences may include specific foods, colors, or symbolic meanings.

4. Renewal and hope are universal values marking the passage of time and
self-improvement.

5. People can learn the value of honoring family, expressing gratitude, and
seeking balance in life.

6. Example: The red envelope represents good fortune, similar to gift-giving in
Western celebrations.

7. Paragraphs should compare traditions thoughtfully, showing understanding
of both holidays.

Teacher's Guide:

o Skill Focus: Cultural analysis, comparative writing, reflective thinking, and
global awareness.

o Differentiation Tips:

o Provide sentence starters (e.g., "Both holidays..." / "In contrast...") for
developing writers.

o Encourage advanced students to research an additional cultural
New Year celebration (e.g., Diwali, Nowruz, Rosh Hashanah) for
deeper comparison.

« Engagement Idea: Host a "Global New Year Gallery" where students
present posters or short presentations showing how celebrations differ and
connect across cultures.

e Extension Activity: Have students write a brief essay or poem expressing
what "new beginnings" mean in their own lives.
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