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Inferring Character Emotions and Thoughts Answer Key 

1. How do Ella’s actions help us understand how she is feeling? 
– Her trembling fingers and hesitation suggest she is nervous or afraid. 

2. What emotion do you think Ella is experiencing? 
– She is likely feeling anxious or scared. 

3. Why do you think she looked down at her shoes? 
– She might be avoiding eye contact, feeling unsure or self-conscious. 

4. What might be going through Ella’s mind as she stands in front of the doors? 
– She may be worried about going into school, meeting new people, or being judged. 

5. What evidence from the passage supports your idea about her thoughts? 
– Clutching her backpack, trembling fingers, and stepping back suggest fear or 
anxiety. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


