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Main Idea Investigator 
Directions: Read the passage carefully. Notice patterns: 
Which ideas are repeated? What examples point 

toward a bigger message? As a “detective,” piece together the evidence to 
figure out the implied central idea. Write the central idea in one clear sentence. 

A Walk Through the City Park 

On Saturday mornings, joggers fill the winding trails, moving at different 

paces but sharing smiles as they pass. Children squeal with laughter on the 

playground, their parents watching from benches nearby. A group of volunteers 

gathers near the pond, pulling weeds and planting flowers to keep the space 

bright and welcoming. Near the fountain, a musician strums a guitar, and a small 

crowd stops to listen. At lunchtime, food trucks park along the street, serving 

sandwiches and smoothies to long lines of visitors. In every corner of the park, 

people of different ages and backgrounds find something to enjoy, whether it’s 

exercise, music, food, or simply fresh air. 

1. What is the implied central idea of the passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What clues or evidence in the text helped you figure it out? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why do you think the author did not state the central idea directly? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


