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Brown V. Board of Education — Primary Source Excerpt Analysis Answer Key

1. Interpret the Message:
The Court is saying that forcing Black children to attend separate schools makes
them feel inferior and hurt emotionally. This damage can have lifelong effects. It's
powerful because it shows how segregation harms children beyond just academics.

2. Author’s Purpose:
Warren wanted to appeal not just to logic but also to conscience. By highlighting
emotional harm, he made the injustice of segregation feel personal and real, which
could help win public support.

3. Tone and Word Choice:
Words like “inferiority” and “hearts and minds” create a serious and emotional tone.
They help the reader see the human cost of segregation.

4. Constitutional Connection:
The excerpt supports the 14th Amendment because it shows that segregation
creates unequal treatment and causes real harm, violating the principle that all
citizens should be protected equally by the law.
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