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Brown V. Board of Education - Primary Source Analysis Answer Key

1. Tone:
c) Hopeful and moral - The opinion uses strong moral language to emphasize the
importance of fairness and equality. It highlights education as a basic right and
frames segregation as a serious injustice that affects a child’s future and self-worth.
2. Purpose:
The ruling was intended to overturn legal school segregation and establish that it
violates the Constitution’s promise of equal protection.
3. Key Phrases:
a) It means that keeping students in separate schools based on race creates an
unfair system, even if the schools seem equal on paper.
b) The phrase clearly states the Court’s rejection of segregation and became a
symbol of the civil rights movement’s demand for equality.
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