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Choices in Terabithia Answer Key

1. Cause: Jess wakes up early every morning to practice running.
Effect: He becomes one of the fastest boys in his grade.
Chain: This builds his confidence and sets the stage for his bond with Leslie,

who beats him in the race.

2. Cause: Leslie shares her imaginative ideas with Jess and invites him to
create Terabithia.
Effect: Jess gains a magical, secret world where he feels valued and
understood.
Chain: This friendship transforms Jess’s outlook on life and gives him the

courage to be more creative and open.

3. Cause: Jess chooses to go to Washington, D.C. with Miss Edmunds.
Effect: He is not with Leslie when she fries to cross the rope.
Chain: This absence makes Jess feel guilty after her death, deepening his

grief but also pushing him to grow emotionally.

4. Cause: Leslie attempts to cross the rope to Terabithia while Jess is away.
Effect: She drowns in the creek.

Chain: Her death forces Jess to face loss and learn to cope with grief.

5. Cause: Jess builds a bridge to Terabithia for May Belle.
Effect: May Belle is able to safely enter Terabithia.
Chain: This shows Jess's acceptance of Leslie’'s death and his readiness to

carry her spirit of imagination forward.
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