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Subtle Distinctions Answer Key 
Sample Responses 

1. beside - Means "next to"; using besides would mean "apart from the 
map," changing spatial meaning to exclusion. 

2. Besides - Means "in addition to"; using beside would wrongly suggest 
physical placement next to the degree. 

3. beside - Means "next to"; using besides would imply "apart from each 
other," altering the sense of proximity. 

4. Besides - Means "other than"; using beside would make no sense 
because it refers to position, not addition. 

5. beside - Means "next to"; using besides would mean "apart from the sea," 
changing physical relation to comparison. 

6. Besides - Means "in addition to"; using beside would incorrectly suggest 
location near a moral issue. 

7. beside - Means "next to"; using besides would mean "apart from her 
painting," which changes the intended spatial meaning. 

8. Besides - Means "in addition to"; using beside would make the sentence 
illogical because it implies physical placement. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Differentiation Tips: 
o Offer contextual hints or visuals for learners who struggle with abstract 

usage. 
o Encourage higher-level students to locate real examples of both 

prepositions in academic texts and analyze tone shifts. 
• Engagement Idea: 

o Pair students for a "Meaning Swap" challenge: one reads a sentence 
with beside, the other replaces it with besides, then they explain how 
the meaning changes aloud. 

• Extension Activity: 
o Ask students to write a short analytical paragraph (6-8 sentences) 

where both beside and besides appear naturally, and have peers 
identify each use and its effect on tone or meaning. 

 


