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il =\ Values of the Danes and Geats

;‘r:;-i-a- Directions: The epic poem Beowulf reflects the values of the

Anglo-Saxon world. Answer the questions below in complete
sentences. Each question asks you to connect the story to

‘ Anglo-Saxon cultural values such as loyalty, fame, fate, and
community.

. Why does Beowulf choose to fight Grendel without weapons, and how does
this reflect Anglo-Saxon beliefs about courage and fairness?

2. How does the bond between Beowulf and his men demonstrate the value of
comitatus (loyalty between a lord and his warriors) ¢

3. Beowulf accepts that his death is determined by wyrd (fate). What does this
reveal about Anglo-Saxon attitudes toward destinye

4. Why is treasure and gift-giving important in the poem, and what does this tell
us about Anglo-Saxon views of kingship and honor?

5. At the end of the poem, Beowulf's people build him a huge barrow (burial
mound). What does this memorial say about how the Anglo-Saxons valued
legacy and remembrance?
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