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Mothers of Beloved 
Instructions: Toni Morrison presents multiple models of 
motherhood in Beloved. Two of the most powerful examples are 
Sethe and Baby Suggs. Complete the chart below by filling in 
specific details for each column. In the middle row, note 
similarities they share. Use evidence from the text where possible. 

Category Sethe Both Baby Suggs 

Approach to 
Protection 

_____________________
_______ 

____________________
________ 

____________________
________ 

Response to 
Trauma 

_____________________
_______ 

____________________
________ 

____________________
________ 

Relationship 
with 
Children/ 

Community 

_____________________
_______ 

____________________
________ 

____________________
________ 

View of 
Freedom & 
Love 

_____________________
_______ 

____________________
________ 

____________________
________ 

Legacy as a 
Mother Figure 

_____________________
_______ 

____________________
________ 

____________________
________ 

 


