Name

Battles Within Beloved Answer Key

1. Internal

o Impact: This guilt isolates Sethe and keeps her bound to the past,
shaping the novel’s central tension around memory and

forgiveness.
2. Internal

o Impact: Paul D’s struggle shows how slavery damages intimacy and

emotional openness, making healing difficult.
3. External

o Impact: The conflict with Beloved illustrates how unresolved trauma

can dominate and destroy the present.
4. Internal/External (dual)

o Impact: Baby Suggs tries to nurture spiritual healing, but her own
despair and the community’s suffering highlight slavery’s destructive

reach.
5. Internal

o Impact: Denver’s growth allows her to break free of isolation and

become a source of renewal for her family.
6. External

o Impact: The community’s collective confrontation demonstrates the

power of solidarity to overcome haunting forces of the past.
7. External

o Impact: Schoolteacher embodies the brutal system of slavery, and

his arrival triggers Sethe’s desperate, tragic act.
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