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School Play Tune-Up Answer Key 

Edited Formal Passage: 

During the school play, Ava waited behind the stage for her cue. The costumes 
were stored behind a long curtain, and everyone whispered so they wouldn't be 
heard. The lighting crew stood behind the tall backdrop, ready to shine the 
spotlight when the main character stepped forward. Even the director hid behind 
the sound booth to watch how everything came together. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Skill Focus: Students practice improving writing tone by replacing in back 
of (informal) with behind (formal). 

• Differentiation Tips: 

o For emerging learners, underline all instances of in back of before 
rewriting. 

o For advanced students, challenge them to identify and change 
other informal words to make the passage more academic. 

• Engagement Ideas: 

o Have students act out the scene using both versions to feel the tone 
difference. 

o Encourage peer editing by trading rewritten passages and providing 
"tone improvement" feedback. 

• Extension Activity: 

o Ask students to write a short paragraph about a classroom event 
using behind correctly three times to maintain formal tone. 

 

 

 

 

 


