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School Play Tune-Up 
Directions: Read the passage carefully. It sounds 
casual because it uses "in back of" several times. 
Rewrite the passage below so that it has a more 
formal tone by replacing each "in back of" with 
"behind" where it fits best. 

 

During the school play, Ava waited in back of the stage for her cue. The 

costumes were stored in back of a long curtain, and everyone whispered so they 

wouldn't be heard. The lighting crew stood in back of the tall backdrop, ready to 

shine the spotlight when the main character stepped forward. Even the director 

hid in back of the sound booth to watch how everything came together. 

Your Task: Rewrite the passage in a more formal tone. Focus on replacing informal 
expressions and keeping the writing smooth. 
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